
 
 
 
 
 

ORDINANCE 2025-O-13 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 35 OF THE JOHNSON COUNTY CODE 
OF ORDINANCES  

 
WHEREAS, on October 31, 2011, the Board of Commissioners of Johnson County 

Indiana (“Commissioners”), approved Ordinance 2011-0-04, establishing local ordinances 
governing the discharge of weapons in Unincorporated Johnson County under Title 35, 
Article 2, Chapter 2, of the Johnson County Code of Ordinances; and  

 
WHEREAS, on September 22, 2025, the Commissioners approved Ordinance 

2025-O-11, which amended Title 35 by increasing the minimum distance for a weapons 
discharge from 100 meters to 500 feet from a property line; and 

 
WHEREAS, in order to preserve the continued safety of all citizens in Johnson 

County while continuing to allow the lawful discharge of weapons, the Commissioners 
have determined that Title 35, Article 2, Chapter 2 of the Johnson County, Indiana Code 
of Ordinance should now be amended to prohibit the discharge of a weapon within 500 
feet of an occupied structure without the structure owner’s permission. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED as follows: 

  
Johnson County Code Title 55, Criminal Law and Procedure, shall be amended to 
containing the following sections: 
 

 
CHAPTER 2:  WEAPONS DISCHARGE ORDINANCE 

 
 
§ 35-2-2-1 DEFINITIONS 
For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions apply: 

(A) WEAPON.  Any handgun, rifle, shotgun, or other firearm capable of or 
designed to or that may be readily converted to expel a projectile by explosion, 
or a bow or crossbow capable of or designed to or that may readily be 
converted to shoot an arrow or projectile by any means.  

(B) DISCHARGE.  To shoot or fire a weapon. 
(C) STRUCTURE:  Any building or place with sides and a floor that is being used 

for human residence, business, lodging, or storage.   
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§ 35-2-2-2  DISCHARGE OF WEAPONS PROHIBITED 
Except as provided herein, anyone who discharges a weapon in unincorporated Johnson 
County is responsible for the projectile discharged.  Discharging a weapon, the projectile 
of which travels: 

(A)  across or upon any public street, sidewalk or alley;  
(B)  across or upon a public park, public school or public school property;  
(C)  across or upon the property of another without the property owner’s 
permission; or  
(D) within 500 feet of an occupied structure without the structure owner’s 
permission; 
 

is prohibited. 
 
§ 35-2-2-3  EXCEPTIONS 
This chapter does not apply to  

(A) the discharge of weapons in defense of one’s life or property or to kill a 
dangerous or destructive animal;  
(B) the discharge of weapons during hunting activities; 
(C) the discharge of weapons by any duly authorized peace officer or law 
enforcement official acting in the proper performance of his or her duties; 
(D) the discharge of weapons on a shooting range established according to 
applicable zoning regulations, including those established by any police department 
or law enforcement agency;  
(E) the discharge of weapons during a managed hunt to control the deer population 
under the supervision of the federal, state, or local law enforcement or game 
management officials; or  
(F) the discharge of blank cartridges in theatrical performances or sporting events 
or at military funerals or affairs 

subject to other federal, state, and local laws and regulations. 
 

§35-2-2-4 PENALTY 
Any violation of this chapter shall result in a penalty of $50 for a first time violation.  
Subsequent offenses shall result in a penalty of no less than $100 and no more than $7,500 
for each additional violation.   
 
§35-2-2-5 JOINT AND SEVERAL LIABILITY 
Where groups of two or more people are shooting together when a violation occurs, they 
shall be jointly and severally liable for any penalty resulting from the violation.   
(Ord. 2011-04, passed 10-31-11.) 

 

So adopted this 17th day of November, 2025.       
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