Johnson County Board of Zoning Appeals

April 28,2026 Meeting Minutes

The Johnson County Board of Zoning Appeals met on Tuesday, April 28, 2026 in the Johnson
County Courthouse Annex Auditorium. The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM by
Chairman Chris Campbell.

I. ROLL CALL:

Present: Chris Campbell, Charlie Canary, Douglas Gray, Mike Hoffman, James Kaylor,
Attorney Jacob Bowman (Legal Counsel — not voting), Michele Hansard (Director — not voting),
Andrew Burton (Associate Planner — not voting) and Angela Olson (Recording Secretary — not
voting).

Absent: Roger Meyer (Alternate)

II. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:

Chairman Chris Campbell called for a motion to approve the March 24, 2026 Board of Zoning
Appeals meeting minutes.

Motion: Approval of March 24, 2026 Board of Zoning Appeals meeting minutes. Moved by
Douglas Gray. Seconded by Charlie Canary. Yes: Campbell, Canary, Gray, Kaylor and Meyer.
No: None. Motion approved 5-0.

III. PUBLIC HEARINGS:

V-1-26; Doland & Darren Poynter — Variance of Development Standards Request.
4912 Olive Branch Rd.

Staff advised the board members that the Petitioner had applied for and was issued a building
permit to resolve this matter and recommended a ninety (90) day continuance until the July 27,
2026 meeting.

Board members asked questions and expressed concerns, which were addressed by the staff as
follows:

- Q. Board member Mike Hoffman inquired as to whether or not anything further had been
done inside the existing residence?

A. No.

Motion: To continue V-1-26 to the July 27, 2026 meeting. Moved by Charlie Canary.
Seconded by James Kaylor. Yes: Campbell, Canary, Kaylor and Meyer. No: None. Motion
approved 5-0.
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V-3-26; Rocklane Christian Church — Variance of Development Standards Request.
4430 Rocklane Rd.

Staff presented findings and facts to the board and recommended approval subject to the
following conditions:

1) The sign shall not display any scrolling, flashing, animated, or otherwise moving image,
and shall emit no noise;

2) The sign’s image shall change at a rate no greater than once per eight (8) seconds;

3) Similar to the EMVS standard in the ordinance, the electronic sign shall be turned off and
therefore emit no light between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. daily.

Staff presented to the board members two (2) Exhibit pieces of correspondence that had been
received from surrounding neighbors

Patrick Shy (320 E. Walnut St., Argos 46501) with Vanadco Signs and Thomas Dougherty (7364
N. 750 E., Needham 46162) were present on behalf of the Petitioner to speak and address
concerns.

Board members asked questions and expressed concerns, which were addressed by the Petitioner
and staff as follows:

- Q. Board member Mike Hoffman inquired as to whether or not the sign would go off at
night?

A. Yes.

- Q. Board member Mike Hoffman inquired as to whether or not the current vinyl sign
was legal?

A. No.

- Q. Board member Charlie Canary asked if the requirement on the illumination was
usually typical?

A. Yes.

- Q. Board member James Kaylor inquired as to whether or not the sign at the Samaria
Christian Church was the last one the board approved?

A. Yes.
- Q. Board member James Kaylor asked which way the sign would be facing?
A. North and South.

- Q. Board member Chris Campbell inquired as to whether or not the signs currently being
used were shined upon?
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A. Yes.

Q. Board member James Kaylor asked if the Petitioner had spoken to the neighbors to
the North?

A. No.

Q. Board member Mike Hoffman asked why the sign measurements had to be more
excessive and could not adhere to the ordinance requirements?

A. Petitioner felt that the sizes were not reasonable for what the church wanted and to be
able to properly display digital messages.

Board members and Petitioner discussed in great detail the specifics in heights and
measurements to the sign for the church reasonable use.

Q. Board member Chris Campbell inquired as to whether or not the Johnson County
Highway Department had any concerns regarding the distance from the intersection?

A. Staff provided the details of this variance request to the Johnson County Highway
Department and staff did not receive any concerns from the department.

Q. Board member James Kaylor asked how far the side would be from the road?
A. Fifteen (15) feet.

Q. Board member Chris Campbell asked if the church had any problems with the staff’s
four (4) conditions?

A. No.

Q. Board member Douglas Gray inquired as to whether or not these types of sign
variance have come to the board before?

A. Yes.

Q. Board member Mike Hoffman asked the Petitioner if there would be a better time for
the sign to be turned off and on?

A. 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m..

Motion: To approve V-3-26 to allow for a thirty-nine (39) square foot monument sign that is
5°8” in height with an electronic message center, with staff conditions and the modification that
the electronic sign shall be turned off and therefore emit no light between the hours of 10:00 p.m.
and 7:00 a.m. daily, to comply with the county sign ordinance and Petitioner’s findings of fact.
Moved by Mike Hoffman. Seconded by Douglas Gray. Yes: Campbell, Canary and Meyer.
No: Kaylor. Motion approved 4-1.
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IV. ADJOURNMENT:

Chairman Chris Campbell called for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:36 PM

Motion: Adjourn the meeting. Moved by Charlie Canary. Seconded by Mike Hoffman. Yes:
Campbell, Canary, Gray, Kaylor and Meyer. No: None. Motion approved 5-0.

Approved on: May 26. 2026 By: // G

Chris Campbell, Chairman

Attested By: @ﬂl L” (yﬁz(m

Charlie Canary, Secretih ry
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April 22, 2026

Johnson County Board of Zoning Appeals

Michele Hansard, Director Johnson County Planning and Zoning
86 West Court Street

Franklin IN 46131

317-346-4350

Re: Petition for Sign Variance Number V-03-26; Public Hearing April 28, 2026
By Vanadco Sign for Rocklane Christian Church, 4430 Rocklane Road, Greenwood

The Johnson County Unified Development Ordinance, Chapter 3, Site Standards, Section 3D1¢
provides that one of the purposes of the sign ordinance is to “Maintain the County’s Existing
Rural Character.”

The relevant portion of that Ordinance allows a 32 square foot monument sign with a 4’ overall
height and no electronic message center. The requested variance asks for a 39 square foot
monument sign that is 5'8” in height and 6’9" wide, with an electronic message center. The
message portion of the sign rests on a 2’ high pillar, so the total height of the sign would be 7'8”.

The Rocklane Christian Church is on the northeast corner of Rockliane Road and Franklin Road.
The other three corners are not developed. H & A Robison Farms owns land encompassing the
northwest and southwest corners. The southwest corner is rented and used for growing corn or
soybeans. My parents’ house (now rented out) is on the hill on the northwest corner. The rest
of that corner has been allowed to grow wild and consists of trees and bushes.

H & A Farms has been in the family since the 1840s. Despite having many offers to purchase
the farm, the family has been committed to keeping it as farmland.

My parents attended Rockane Christian Church in the 1960s, 70s, 80s, and 90s. | attended
when in high school and the then-current minister married my husband and me in 1974. At the
present time | don't live in Indiana, but | have always loved that corner with the country church
and the surrounding farmland.

Speaking for myself only, as a part owner of H & A Robison Farms, | feel that the proposed sign
does nothing to “maintain the County’s existing rural character.” To me, it looks very urban, and
will be out of character with its surroundings.

Sincerely,

Ann L. Robison

15 School Street
Thomaston ME 04861
annlrobison@gmail.com

EXHIBIT
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From: Wade Robison

Mail received time: Wed, 22 Apr 2026 15:05:34 -0400

Subject: Variance for a large church sign with an electronic message board

April 22,2026

To: Michele Hansard, Director Johnson County Planning and Zoning
Johnson County Board of Zoning Appeals

86 West Court Street

Franklin IN 46131

317-346-4350

From: Wade Robison, of H & R Robison Farms

Re: Petition for Sign Variance Number V-03-26; Public Hearing April 28, 2026
By Vanadco Sign for Rocklane Christian Church, 4430 Rocklane Road, Greenwood

We own the northwest and southwest corners of the intersection of Rocklane and Franklin Roads. | spent a great deal of my boyhood on our
farm there, visiting my grandmother and helping my uncle with the farming chores.

One fond memory| have keptis of the Rockiane Church, as seen across our field on the southwest corner. The trees had not yet been cut off
at the top (cut, apparently, so that they would not be higher than the steeple). And itis a paradigmatic example of your country church,
especially when viewed from that field so that it is, as it were, elevated, demanding to be seen.

I must saythat for the life of me | cannot understand how putting up a large sign with an electronic message board would help maintain the
country's rural character. There are a number of different definitions of @maintain,@ but what they have in common is the concept that we are
to keep something in its existing state, preserve it.

I can no more maintain my composure by getting angry or having a fit than the County can maintain its rural character by allowing such a sign.
it will certainly not preserve the church's existing state, but make it look like it should be in a strip mall. The further worryis that were the sign
approved, the concept of maintain would have become elastic enough in what it permits to allow all sorts of other variances equally damaging
to the county's rural character.

Wade Robison

Ezra A. Hale Professor in Applied Ethics

Rochester Institute of Technology

Rochester NY 14623

http/people.rit.edw/wlrgsh

wade.robison@ gmail.com

Newest books: Ethics Within Engineering (at a discount)
Practical and Professional Ethics: Key Concepts (Bloomsbury)




