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What It Is

• Bacterial infection

• Affects nervous system

• “Lockjaw”

Jones, MD, Clay. Another Child Suffers From the Effects of Anti-Vaccine Propaganda…and 

Tetanus, 24 Mar. 2017. https://sciencebasedmedicine.org/another-child-suffers-

from-the-effects-of-anti-vaccine-propaganda-and-tetanus/
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US Statistics

CDC. Tetanus: Surveillance, 10 Jan. 2017. https://www.cdc.gov/tetanus/surveillance.html

• Since 1947:

• > 95% decline in cases

• > 99% decline in related 

deaths

• Now average 30 cases 

per year
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How It Is Spread

Vickyandherstaffies. Tetanus-Make Sure Your Up to Date, 5 Mar. 2015. 

https://vickyandherdogs.wordpress.com/2015/03/05/tetanus-

make-sure-your-up-to-date/

Chris. Facty Health. Causes, Symptoms, and Treatments of Lockjaw, 

2 Apr. 2018. http://health.facty.com/ailments/body/causes-

symptoms-and-treatments-of-lockjaw/
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Spores found in soil, dust, animal feces

https://vickyandherdogs.wordpress.com/2015/03/05/tetanus-make-sure-your-up-to-date/
http://health.facty.com/ailments/body/causes-symptoms-and-treatments-of-lockjaw/


Symptoms

Incubation period 

3-21 days

Vickyandherstaffies. Tetanus-Make Sure Your Up 

to Date, 5 Mar. 2015. 

https://vickyandherdogs.wordpress.com/2015

/03/05/tetanus-make-sure-your-up-to-date/
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Diagnosis

Matsko, MD, Chris M. WikiHow. How to Know When You Need a Tetanus Shot, n.d. 

https://www.wikihow.com/Know-when-You-Need-a-Tetanus-Shot

No lab tests for confirmation
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Treatment

Matsko, MD, Chris M. WikiHow. How to Know When You Need a Tetanus Shot, 

n.d. https://www.wikihow.com/Know-when-You-Need-a-Tetanus-Shot

Matsko, MD, Chris M. WikiHow. How to Treat Tetanus, 

n.d. https://www.wikihow.com/Treat-Tetanus
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No cure once symptoms start

https://www.wikihow.com/Know-when-You-Need-a-Tetanus-Shot
https://www.wikihow.com/Treat-Tetanus


High Risk

WikiHow. How to Recognize Tetanus (Lockjaw), n.d. 

https://www.wikihow.com/Recognize-Tetanus-(Lockjaw)
CDC. Travelers’ Health: Tetanus, 10 Mar. 2013. 

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/diseases/tetanus

• Unvaccinated 

• Not up to date 

on tetanus 

vaccine

• Wound allowing 

spore entry
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Complications

Pedersen, Dawn. Vaccine FYI. Antivax Myth: “Tetanus Isn’t a Risk 

if the Wound Bleeds,” 24 Apr. 2017. http://vaccine.fyi/antivax-

myth-tetanus-isnt-a-risk-if-the-wound-bleeds/

Vaccinate Your Family. Tetanus, n.d. 

http://www.vaccinateyourfamily.org/p

reteens-and-teens/disease/tetanus

• Blood clots

• Pneumonia

• Coma

• Secondary 

infections
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When To See A Doctor

Matsko, MD, Chris M. WikiHow. How to Know When You Need a Tetanus Shot, n.d. 

https://www.wikihow.com/Know-when-You-Need-a-Tetanus-Shot

• Wound at risk 

of  contact

• Wound appears 

infected
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Prevention

• Vaccination

• Good wound care

CDC. Tetanus: Prevention, 20 Jun. 2018.  

https://www.cdc.gov/tetanus/about/prevention.html
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